Growing and Sharing in Jesus Christ
“What Have We Shared?”

On Monday, July 30, 2007, our evangelization
ambassadors effectively completed the door to door
phase of our evangelization program. As of that date,
every door in our parish that we could knock on has
been knocked on, we introduced ourselves to every
person who opened their door and invited them to share
our faith and ministry, we left brochures and information |
everywhere we went, and we recorded every address, s
business and vacant lot within the parish. This includes
all of the additional area which was part of St. Fidelis before
our merger. We still have to visit the businesses of North
Avenue, but these must be done during the day and | am
waiting for more favorable weather to do so.

So, what have we shared? We shared Christ and His Gospel
in its most fundamental form; we welcomed people into God’s
Kingdom. We did not try to convert them, although some were
converted and are going to start classes this Fall. We did not try
steal people away from other churches, although some were so
pleased that we carried with us a list of other churches that they
decided to join us instead. We did not try to raise money,
although some people have decided to make donations to our
food pantry and social services because they want to help others
in the neighborhood. For the most part, we introduced ourselves
as neighbors and we were received as neighbors. Some of the
St. Fidelis parishioners did not even know that St. Fidelis was
closed (they obviously had not been to church in more than
three years), so we encouraged them to come back and join us.
We also shared a lot of information about the many good things
in our parish and invited them to participate.

More importantly, what’s next in our evangelization plan?
We must first follow-up our initial contacts at a number of
levels. Obviously, some people asked us for help or more
information. We are working at this at right away. Others did
not want anything then, but we will send them an invite to our
International Fiesta and Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service. We
will also contact those who were not home or did not open the
door and try once more to share the Gospel with them. But our
evangelization does not stop with these follow up letters.

Each week at church, you may see a new face or two. Greet
the person you do not know or recognize. Maybe they received
our notes and are coming to see if our parish is as vibrant and
Spirit-filled as we say it is in our brochures. A word of
welcome from you could make all the difference for them! You
don’t have to ask someone if they are new, just say hi to anyone
you do not recognize, offer assistance to anyone in need. In
addition, we will continue to use our Western Avenue sign to
encourage people, we will send out welcome notes to all people
who move into the neighborhood, and we will continue to use
our resources for the poor and needy for educating our children
and providing the grace of the sacraments to our parishioners.
In other words, our evangelization program does not end.
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Creciendo y Compartiendo en Cristo Jesis
“¢Qué Hemos Compartido?”

El lunes 30 de Julio, 2007 nuestros embajadores de
evangelizaciéon completaron efectivamente  nuestro
programa de ir de puerta en puerta. Desde esa fecha, cada
puerta en nuestra parroquia que pudo ser tocada, fue
tocada, nos presentamos a cada persona quien abrid su
puerta e invitamos a compartir nuestro ministerio de fe,
dejamos panfletos de informacion dondequiera que fuimos,
archivamos cada direccion, negocio o lote vacio dentro de
~la parroquia. Incluyendo toda el area adicional que fue
parte de San Fidelis antes de la union. Nos falta visitar los
negocios de la avenida North, pero esto tiene que ser durante el
dia y espero que mejore el tiempo para hacerlo.

Entonces que compartimos? Compartimos a Cristo y su
evangelio en su forma mas fundamental; Dimos la bienvenida a
la gente en el Reino de Dios. No tratamos de convertirlos, aunque
algunos se convirtieron y empezaran sus clases este Otofio. No
tratamos de quitarle feligreses a otras iglesias, aunque algunas
personas se alegraron al ver que teniamos una lista de otras
iglesias tanto que decidieron unirse a nosotros. No tratamos de
conseguir dinero, aunque algunas personas decidieron hacer
donaciones a nuestra dispensa de comida y a los servicios
sociales porque quieren ayudar a otros en el vecindario. Mas que
todo nos presentamos como Vvecinos y nos recibieron como
vecinos. Algunas personas de San Fidelis no sabian que San
Fidelis fue cerrada (obviamente no han ido a la iglesia por mas de
tres afios) asi que les animamos a unirse a nosotros. También
compartimos mucha informacién de muchas cosas buenas de
nuestra parroquia y los invitamos a participar.

Mas importante, que sigue en nuestro plan de evangelizacion?
Primero, dar seguimiento a nuestros contactos iniciales en varios
niveles. Obviamente, alguna gente nos pidi6 ayuda o mas
informacion. Inmediatamente trabajamos en esto. Otras personas
no quisieron nada entonces, pero nosotros les invitaremos a
nuestra Fiesta Internacional y al servicio Ecuménico de Dar
Gracias. También nos comunicaremos con quienes no estuvieron
en casa 0 no abrieron la puerta y trataremos de compartir el
Evangelio con ellos. Pero nuestra evangelizacion no terminara
con cartas de seguimiento.

Cada semana en la Iglesia, usted vera un rostro nuevo o dos.
Salude a la persona que no conoce o reconoce. Tal vez recibieron
nuestra informacién y vienen a ver si nuestra parroquia es tan
vibrante y llena del espiritu como la pintamos en nuestros
panfletos. Una palabra de bienvenida hard gran diferencia para
ellos! No necesita preguntar si alguien es nuevo, solo salude a
quien no reconoce ofrezca ayuda a quien necesite. Siempre
seguiremos usando el letrero de la Avenida Western para animar
a la gente, enviaremos notas de bienvenida a quienes vengan a
nuestro vecindario, y continuaremos usando nuestros recursos
para los pobres y necesitados, para la educacion de nuestros nifios
y proveer la gracia de los sacramentos a nuestros feligreses. En
otras palabras, nuestro programa de evangelizacion nunca
termina.
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