Growing and Sharing in Jesus Christ
“What Do You Have?”

In Luke’s version of the feeding of the five thousand,
the disciples ask Jesus to dismiss the crowds so that they
can go and buy something to eat. In reply, Jesus tells the
disciples to give the crowd something to eat themselves.
They immediately tell Jesus that all they have are five
loaves and two fish, unless they have to go buy something
for all the people themselves. They way this is written
makes you think that the disciples may be lazy, not cheap
or poor. But Jesus does not dwell on what they do not
have; he immediately accepts what they offer him-the five
loaves and two fish. By blessing the fish and loaves, Jesus
multiplied the small gift and made it enough to satisfy the
hunger of everyone who came to him that day.

Since you are also a disciple of Jesus, how would you
answer His question? Would you immediately pull out your
wallet or look in your pantry to see how you could help? Or
would you wait until everyone else gave what they had, hoping
that your contribution would not be needed? Knowing that you
do not have enough to care for everyone in need, do you feel
that you should not be asked for what you cannot give? And if
you do not feel that you give as generously as you are being
asked to give, is it because you are too poor, too cheap or too
lazy? In the spirit of the Gospel, | am going to ask you to reflect
not upon what you should give when Jesus asks, but instead,
reflect upon what you do give to the Lord.

If you use envelopes, how do you decide how much to place
inside? Do you ask yourself, “Can | afford to give this much?”
Or do you say to yourself, “This should be enough.” Is the
amount given in gratitude or begrudgingly? When was the last
time you prayed about the possibility of giving more to God? If
you put loose money into the collection, when do you decide
how much to give? Does your gift make a lot of noise, like a
broken car? Do you have to fold your money so that no one will
know how cheap you are? Does your gift reflect how blessed
you are? Does your gift make you trust in God’s blessings?

No matter how you answered my questions above, the most
important part of any gift is what the Lord does with it. The
disciples gave what they had. It was certainly not enough from
their point of view. But the Lord blessed their want and brought
forth an abundance that satisfied everyone who came to him.

Now what the Lord has to offer us is far more valuable than
anything found inside a wallet or a bank account. Jesus offers
us His Body and His Blood. His gift brings forgiveness for sin,
grants us eternal life, and unites us to Him in a way that no gift
of ours could ever do. If you want to know the reason why
practicing stewardship is so important, consider
first the gift of Jesus Christ. He takes what you
have to bless it and multiply it until the abundance
of His grace satisfies your heart.
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Creciendo y Compartiendo en Cristo Jests
“Usted Que Posees™

En la version de Lucas dando de comer a cinco
mil, los discipulos de Jesus le piden que despida a la
gente para poder ellos ir a comprar algo para comer.
En respuesta, Jesus les dice que ellos mismos le den
algo de comer a la gente. Ellos inmediatamente le
- dicen a JesGs que solo tienen cinco panes y dos
pescados, al menos que ellos mismos vallan a
comprar algo para toda la gente. De la manera que
esta escrito, hace pensar que los discipulos son
haraganes, ni tacafios o pobres. Pero Jesds no se queda con lo
gue no tienen: Inmediatamente acepta lo que le ofrecen, los
cinco panes y dos pescados. Al bendecir los pescados y los
panes, Jests multiplica el pequefio regalo y alcanza para
satisfacer el hambre de cada uno que viene a El ese dia.

Siendo un discipulo de Jesus, ¢;como le contestaria su
pregunta? ;Sacaria inmediatamente su cartera O verias su
despensa a ver en que puede ayudar? ¢Esperaria a que todos
hayan dado con esperanza de que su contribucién no sea
necesaria? Sabiendo que no tiene suficiente para ayudar a todo
necesitado. ¢Siente que no deberian pedirte lo que no puedes
dar? Y si siente que no da tan generosamente como se le pide,
;es porque es muy pobre, muy tacafio 6 muy haragan? En el
espiritu del Evangelio, les voy a pedir que reflexionen no en lo
que deberian dar cuando Jesus les pide sino en vez, reflexionen
en lo que usted da al Sefior.

Si usa los sobres, ;como decide cuanto ponerle? ;Se pregunta
a si mismo? ¢“Podria dar tanto?” ;O se dice a si mismo? “Esto
sera suficiente”. ¢Es la cantidad dada en gratitud. 6 de mala
gana? ¢Cuéndo fue la ultima vez que oraron sobre la posibilidad
de darle mas a Dios? Si pone dinero efectivo en la colecta,
¢cuando decide cuanto dar? ¢Hace su ofrenda mucho ruido
como un carro viejo? ¢ Tiene que doblar el billete para que nadie
vea lo tacafio que eres? ;Refleja su ofrenda lo bendecido que es?

No importa como responda a mi pregunta de arriba, la parte
mas importante de cualquier ofrenda es lo que el Sefior hace con
ella. Los discipulos dieron lo que tenian. Ciertamente no era
suficiente desde su punto de vista. Pero el Sefior bendijo su
carencia y trajo abundancia y satisfaccién a cada uno que vino a
El.

Ahora lo que el Sefior nos ofrece tiene mas valor que lo que
encontramos en una billetera ¢ cuenta de banco. Jesus nos ofrece
su Cuerpo y su Sangre. Su ofrenda nos da el perdén por el
pecado, nos concede la vida eterna, y nos une a El de manera
gue ninguna de nuestras ofrendas puede hacerlo. Si quiere saber
la razon por la cual practicar mayordomia es tan
importante, considera primero la ofrenda de
Jesucristo. EI toma lo que tienes para bendecirlo y
multiplicarlo hasta que la abundancia de su gracia
satisfaga tu corazon.

Creciendo y Compartiendo en Cristo Jesus.




