Growing and Sharing in Jesus Christ
“The Abundant Harvest”

We are now entering our fifth week of evangelizing
for the Summer, and the harvest has been abundant. Yes,
a number of people have not been home when we called
or have shut their doors on us, but those we have spoken
to have been very responsive to us. In the first week, I
met the pastor’s wife from another church who spent
quite a bit of time listening about our program and what
our church is offering to the neighborhood. While they
are unlikely to convert to Catholicism, our conversation
should lead to a better relationship with the many non-Catholic
churches in our neighborhood. As | tell all those who attend
other churches, “we are not trying to steal people away from
other churches, we are trying to steal people away from the
devil.” All of the teams have had good experiences speaking
with people from other churches and that will lead to a better
understanding of the Catholic Church itself.

The second part of our harvest has been the response from a
large number of people who do not attend any church. While
they were hesitant to speak with us at first, they opened up after
we assured them we were there to meet them, not convert them.
In the course of these conversations, we challenged them to go
back to church, to get closer to the Lord. Some of them spoke
of how their lives were not going well since they left church.
When | offered one person the name of a Baptist church near
her home, she responded, “If I’m going to go to another church,
why don’t | just come to yours?” You see how respect for
others brings respect back to you? As | said, part of our harvest
has been the excitement of seeing people think about how
important their faith is to them.

The third part of our harvest has been the opportunity to get
to see our parishioners at their homes, and to meet fellow
Catholics who have been longing to return to Church, but did
not know how. We have come across many parishioners from
St. Fidelis who have not been to church in a long while because
they did not know the parish had merged with us. Among those
who regularly come to church, the chance to talk with them and
share a life, update their family record was a true delight. They
seemed surprised that we were going door to door (doesn’t
anyone read the bulletin?) but they were really glad to see that
the Church was reaching out to people.

I can tell you now that | was really worried when we began
our evangelization training in May. It seemed that a very small
percentage of our churchgoing population signed up to
participate in the program at all. | was afraid that there would
not be enough people to even go out some nights because we
have to think about our safety as well. The laborers were truly
few! Stewardship means trusting in God to provide for you
even as you are giving as generously as possible.
I knew that if | gave my time to prepare this
evangelization program, the Lord would provide Y
the necessary laborers and the harvest. And, as in ¥
all things that pertain to stewardship, the Lord has
blessed me far more than | sacrificed!
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The reign of god

is at hand

Creciendo y Compartiendo en Cristo Jesis
“La Cosecha Abundante™

Estamos llegando a la quinta semana de
evangelizacion de verano y la cosecha ha sido
abundante. Si, mucha gente no ha estado en casa cuando
llegamos o nos han cerrado la puerta, pero con quienes
hemos hablado nos han respondido bien. La primera
- semana conoci a la esposa del pastor de otra iglesia
quien por un buen rato nos escucho sobre los programas
y lo que ofrece nuestra iglesia en el vecindario.
Mientras ellos no desean convertirse al Catolicismo
nuestra conversacion debe guiarnos a una mejor relacién con los
tantos no cat6licos en nuestro vecindario. Como yo les digo a
quienes atienden a otras iglesias “no tratamos de robarles personas
de su iglesia, tratamos de robarle personas al diablo.” Todos los
equipos han tenido experiencias platicando con personas de otras
iglesias y esto llevard a un mejor entendimiento de la iglesia
catolica misma.

La otra parte de nuestra cosecha ha sido la respuesta de un gran
ndmero de personas quienes no van a ninguna iglesia. Al principio
no querian hablar con nosotros pero cambiaban de opinién. cuando
les deciamos que solo queriamos conocerles no convertirles. En el
curso de estas conversaciones les retamos a que regresen a la
iglesia que se acerquen al Sefior. Algunos personas hablaron de
que no les ha ido muy bien desde que dejaron la iglesia. Cuando yo
le ofreci a una persona el nombre de una iglesia bautista cerca de
su casa, ella respondi6, “si voy a otra iglesia, porque no mejor voy
a la suya” Ya ven como el respeto a otras personas trae respeto
para uno mismo? Como dije, parte de nuestra cosecha ha sido la
emocion de ver a otras personas pensando lo importante que es
para ellos su fe.

La tercera parte de nuestra cosecha ha sido la oportunidad de
Ver a nuestros parroguianos en su casa, y encontrar Catolicos
quienes anhelan regresar a la Iglesia, pero que no sabian como.
Hemos encontrado muchos parrogquianos de San Fidelis quienes
por mucho tiempo no han ido a la iglesia porque no sabian que la
iglesia se habia unido a nosotros. Con quienes regularmente vienen
a la iglesia, la oportunidad de hablar con ellos, compartir un rato y
poner al dia la informacién de familia fue muy agradable Parecian
sorprendidos de que nosotros fuéramos de puerta en puerta (¢ Nadie
lee el boletin?) pero les agrado que la iglesia sale en busca de la
gente.

Puedo decirles ahora que me preocupaba cuando empezamos el
entrenamiento de evangelizacién en Mayo. Parecia que apenas un
pequefio porcentaje de nuestra poblacion que asiste a la iglesia
firmd para participar en el programa. Temia que no hubiera
suficiente gente ni siquiera para salir unas cuantas noches porque
también pensdbamos por nuestra seguridad. Los trabajadores en
verdad eran pocos! Mayordomia significa confiar en que Dios

provee aunque uno crea que da tan generosamente como
| sea posible. Sabia que si daba mi tiempo para preparar
este programa de evangelizacion, el Sefior proveeria
trabajadores y la cosecha. Y, como todo lo que pertenece
a mayordomia, el Sefior me ha bendecido mucho més de
lo que me he sacrificadoj
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