Growing and Sharing in Jesus Christ
“Neglecting God’s Word™

As a Pastor and Dean, | find myself often overwhelmed by
administrative tasks, sometimes simply going from problem to
problem and putting out the fires. Unfortunately, | also find
myself not doing a number of things that as a priest, | think |
should be doing. These include visiting people in the hospital,
attending wakes, visiting with people at their homes and even
just walking about the neighborhood to be a sign of Christ to
others. | am not neglecting my priestly duties, but my own
human limitations mean that | must choose which duties | can
perform on any given day. | would rather visit the sick or
comfort people, but oftentimes the sheer number of meetings
and the limited time between meetings does not afford me
enough time to drive out to the hospital or wake and still arrive
back in time for the next event on my calendar. Regularly, my
Irish guilt kicks in and | blame myself for not being the kind of
shepherd that | should be for all of you. However, | have to be
realistic about traffic in Chicago and how much time it takes to
travel from one place to another and how to balance my
administrative responsibilities with my pastoral duties.
Thankfully, our parish has four wonderful deacons, one more in
training, an excellent group of Ministers of Care, a staff with an
incredibly pastoral sense that their job is a ministry, and now,
we have Father John as an associate pastor to help with these
pastoral duties.

All of these people do not simply relieve my quilt, they
share in my ministry much as | share in the Bishop’s ministry.
The Body of Christ needs all of us working together, caring for
one another, so that the flock of Christ may be one. Father
John, the deacons, staff and Ministers all know that their
ministry enables me to do my ministry more effectively.
Without them, many more things would go undone. Jesus
reminds Philip that His unity with the Father also extends to the
Apostles and all believers who are given the power to do the
work of Christ and give glory to the Father. Part of my
responsibility is not to do everything myself, but to allow others
to minister in some areas so that | can concentrate on what is
most important in my role as Pastor.

St. Peter’s words in today’s passage from the Acts of the
Apostles is very important for all of us to embrace. When | first
began to pray about whether or not | had a vocation to the
priesthood, | was very emphatic that having a family was
important to me. Yet, my strongest spiritual desire was to bring
God’s Word and the message of His love to as many others as
possible. Raising my own children in Christ was not enough to
qguench my desire to proclaim God’s Word. On the other hand,
at that time, | was not a very good public speaker, | did not like
to read, and | could not wait to finish school. Obviously, 8 more
years of school, reading philosophy and theology, speaking in
public and celibacy were all obstacles to my vocation.

However, | made a commitment to the proclamation of
God’s Word of Love. Therefore, if | neglect some duties, | do
so only in favor of God’s Word, so | can study it, write about it,
and proclaim it to all of you.
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Creciendo y Compartiendo en Cristo Jesis
“Descuidando la Palabra de Dios”

Como Pastor y Decano, a veces me encuentro abrumado por
las tareas de administracién, a veces simplemente yendo de
problema en problema apagando los fuegos.
Desafortunadamente, también siento que no estoy haciendo
muchas cosas que deberia estar haciendo como sacerdote.
Incluyendo el visitar a gente en los hospitales, atendiendo
velorios, visitando a gente en sus hogares y aun caminando por
el vecindario siendo sefial de Cristo para otros. No estoy
descuidando mis deberes de sacerdote, pero mis propias
limitaciones humanas me dicen qué debo de escoger que
deberes debo cumplir en determinado dia. Visitaria enfermos o
consolar gente, pero a veces tantas reuniones y el tiempo
limitado entre reuniones no me da el tiempo para manejar al
hospital o velorio y aun regresar a tiempo para el proximo
evento en mi calendario. Regularmente mi culpa Irlandesa me
llega y me culpo a mi mismo por no ser la clase de pastor que
deberia ser para todos ustedes. Sin embargo debo de ser realista
con respecto al tréfico en Chicago y el tiempo que se lleva en
llegar de un lugar a otro y cémo balancear mis
responsabilidades administrativas con mis deberes pastorales.
Gracias a Dios nuestra parroquia cuenta con cuatro buenos
didconos, uno mas entrenandose, un grupo excelente de
ministros de cuidado, personal de oficina con sentido pastoral
que su trabajo es un ministerio, y ahora tenemos al Padre Juan
como asociado pastoral para ayudar en los deberes pastorales.

Toda esta gente no simplemente alivian mi culpa, comparten
mi ministerio tanto como yo comparto en el ministerio del
Obispo. El Cuerpo de Cristo nos necesita a todos trabajando
juntos cuidadndonos unos a otros asi el rebafio de Cristo sea uno.
El Padre Juan, los diaconos, personal de oficina, ministros,
todos saben que su ministerio me habilita para hacer mi
ministerio mas efectivo. Sin ellos, dejaria de hacer muchas
cosas. JesUs recuerda a Felipe que Su unidad con el Padre
también se extiende a los apdstoles y a todo creyente a quienes
se les da el poder de hacer el trabajo de Cristo y dar gloria al
Padre. Parte de mi responsabilidad no es hacerlo todo yo mismo
sino permitir a otros servir para que yo pueda concentrarme en
lo que es mas importante en mi papel como Pastor

Las palabras de San Pedro en el pasaje de hoy de los
Hechos de los Apostoles es importante que todos lo abracemos.
Cuando empecé a orar para ver si tenia 0 né vocacion para el
sacerdocio, Yo Enfatizaba que tener una familia era mas
importante para mi. Aun asi mi deseo espiritual mas fuerte fue
traer la Palabra de Dios y el mensaje de Su amor a tantos mas
como fuera posible. Crear mis propios hijos en Cristo no era
suficiente para calmar mi deseo de proclamar la Palabra de
Dios. Por otro lado, en ese tiempo Yo no era un buen orador
publico, no me gustaba leer, y deseaba terminar pronto la
escuela. Obviamente, 8 afios mas de escuela, leyendo filosofia y
teologia, hablando en publico y celibato eran obstaculos para
mi vocacion.

Sin embargo, hice un compromiso a la proclamacion de la
Palabra de amor de Dios. Por lo tanto, si descuido algunos
deberes lo hago solo a favor de la palabra de Dios, para
estudiarla, escribir de ella 'y proclamarla a todos ustedes
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