Growing and Sharing in Jesus Christ
“Making All Things New”

If you regularly read beyond this page in the
Aloysian, | am sure that you are aware of our move
toward practicing stewardship which will begin in
July. As | have said for many years, stewardship
brings a spiritual understanding to our reason for
giving to the Church and the benefits of stewardship
can be seen in our daily lives as Christians. Most of
us give generously to the Church, but our giving in
terms of time, talent and treasure is often separate
from our spiritual lives. We give because it is our duty as
members of the parish. We give because the Church needs the
money to pay its bills. We give a “donation” as way of saying
thanks or helping out others in need. When we have time, we
“help Father” by agreeing to teach CCD, be a lector, or work on
one of the fund-raisers. These are gifts we make because our
daily prayer demands a response from the blessings we have
received. But have we ever thought of our giving as part of our
daily prayer?

Over the nearly twenty years that | have been practicing
stewardship (as opposed to giving to the Church), | have come
to understand that giving generously leads to a more profound
prayer life and relationship with the Lord. Stewardship is the
challenge to see ourselves as gifted and responsible disciples of
Jesus Christ. Giving generously because we have been blessed
greatly is only a small portion of stewardship. A steward is not
someone who has been blessed; a steward is someone who has
been entrusted with God’s riches so that God’s Kingdom may
grow! A responsible steward is someone who trusts God
enough to use these blessings we have received for the glory of
God instead of for himself. | began practicing stewardship by
forcing myself to trust God enough to give 3% of my income to
the Church. Over the years, my trust in the Lord has been
rewarded and challenged so that each year, | choose to give a
little more. Some years, | give more time, others, more talent,
others more money. Last year, along with the thousands of
hours | spent in service to the Lord, | found that | also gave
more than 20% of my income! This year, | have stretched my
giving of time as | accepted the responsibility to be
Administrator at St. Philomena, along with increased
responsibilities as Dean and Pastor. While others grow tired
with increased responsibility, | am grateful for the trust that has
been placed in me. Only with the grace that comes from
practicing stewardship can | do all these things.

Stewardship constantly renews our spiritual lives because it
is a constant conversation with the Lord. We recognize our
blessings and are encouraged to trust that these gifts are given
to us because we can make good use of them for the glory of
God. | know that there are many forms of prayer in our
Christian Community. Stewardship is the one prayer that
renews our spiritual lives even as it stretches our trust in God. It
makes us new!
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Si lee regularmente el resto del boletin, estoy seguro
que ya sabe que decidimos practicar mayordomia como
una parroquia empezando en julio. Como he dicho por
muchos afios, la mayordomia nos da un entendimiento
espiritual del porque dar a la Iglesia y los beneficios de
- mayordomia los podemos ver en nuestras vidas diarias
como cristianos. La mayoria da con generosidad a nuestra
' Iglesia pero nuestro dar en tiempo. talento y tesoro a veces
se separa de nuestra vida diaria. Damos porque es nuestro
deber como miembros de nuestra Parroquia. Damos porque
nuestra parroquia necesita pagar los gastos de utilidades.
Damos una “donacién” como diciendo gracias o ayudando a
otros en necesidad. Cuando tenemos tiempo, “ayudamos al
Padre” ensafiando clases de CCD, siendo lector o trabajando en
las actividades de levantar fondos. Esto lo damos porque
nuestras oraciones diarias nos obligan responder a las
bendiciones que hemos recibios. Pero hemos pensado dar
como parte de nuestra diaria oracion?

Por mas de veinte afios de practicar mayordomia (como
contrario a dar a la Iglesia), he entendido que el dar
generosamente nos lleva a una vida de oracién y a una relacién
mas profunda con el Sefior. Mayordomia nos desafia a vernos
como discipulos de Jesis responsables y donadores. Dar
generosamente porque hemos sido bendecidos grandemente es
una pequefia parte de mayordomia. Un mayordomo no es
alguien quien ha sido bendecido; un mayordomo es alguien a
quien se le confian las riquezas de Dios para que el reino de
Dios crezca. Un Mayordomo responsable es alguien quien
confia en Dios tanto como para usar sus bendiciones recibidas
para la gloria de Dios en vez de para si mismo. Empecé a
practicar mayordomia forzdndome a confiar en Dios dando a mi
Iglesia un 3% de mi salario. Por los afios, mi confianza en el
Sefior ha sido recompensada y retada para que cada afio, yo
escoja dar un poco mas. Algunos afios, doy mas tiempo, otros,
mas talento, otros mas dinero. El afio pasado junto con las
miles de horas que pasé sirviendo al Sefior, me di cuenta que
también di 20% de mi ingreso! Este afio he alargado mi tiempo
donado al aceptar la responsabilidad de ser Administrador de
Santa Filomena, junto con el incremento de responsabilidad
como Decano y Pastor. Mientras otros se cansan con el
incremento de responsabilidades, Yo agradezco por la
confianza que se me ha dado. Solo por la gracia que da el
practicar mayordomia puedo hacer todo esto.

La Mayordomia renueva constantemente nuestra vida
espiritual porque es una constante conversacion con el Sefior.
Reconocemos nuestras bendiciones y nos anima a confiar en
que esos dones se nos han dado porque podemos usarlos bien
para la gloria de Dios. Sé que hay muchas formas de oracién en
nuestra comunidad Cristiana. Mayordomia es la forma que
renueva nuestra vida espiritual aunque nos force a confiar en
Dios. Ella nos hace nuevos!
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