Growing and Sharing in Jesus Christ
“Follow the Light”

I’m walking into a store the other day, and | hold the
door open for someone out of politeness. The person,
who is on a cell phone, does not acknowledge the act,
but I did not expect them to do so. However, they are
walking very slowly up the aisle (I have difficulty
walking slowly) because they are on the phone. They
then stop, not because they want to look at something,
but because they were responding to whatever the
person on the phone had said to them and they
obviously could not walk and say whatever they were
going to say. Frustrated by their obliviousness to their
surroundings, | went down another aisle only to double back,
just so I could get around them. While | said nothing (yes, | do
sometimes hold my tongue), | was thinking, “lead, follow or get
out of the way!”

As the Illinois primary approaches, we are called to exercise
the most fundamental right of citizenship: the right to choose
our leaders. Unfortunately, the two dominant political parties
have found a way to divide our Catholic belief in the right to
life so that one party protects the unborn and the other party
protects the poor. You can either vote to help life in the womb
or life after birth, but you cannot do both! Our only consolation
in this is that both parties have failed miserably to either end
abortion or to end poverty! What do we do?

First, we must choose whom to follow, and it should not be
a politician or the size of our pocketbook. We should not vote
from fear of terrorism or the economy. Today’s Gospel reminds
us that we are being called to follow one who is the light of
people who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death. Many
layers of darkness have fallen upon our society in the last few
years from the war in Iraq to the steep rise in prices and the loss
of jobs. Faith brings us light in the darkness and shows us a
path without fear. But the second half of the Gospel tells us that
recognizing Jesus Christ as the light of the world is only part of
the story. We must also follow Christ who calls to us in our
daily lives.

Today’s Gospel is often used as an inspiration for vocations
to the priesthood and religious life, and it truly is when we
consider how quickly the first apostles were willing to leave
everything behind to follow the Lord. But the vast majority of
people who do not embrace a vocation to religious life often
fail to apply this Gospel to their own lives. Every one of us is
called to follow Christ. Some are called to priesthood and
religious life; some are called to follow Christ with families and
in the world at large. We are not supposed to believe in Jesus
and then live in the darkness of fear and intolerance. We are
called to shine the light of Christ and destroy the darkness of
this world.

No matter who wins the primary and general election, we
should demand that all life is precious and worthy of protection,
including the unborn, the poor, immigrants and the elderly. We
should vote out of hope, not fear. And we, not our political
leaders should be the light that shines in the darkness.

Growing and Sharing in Jesus Christ,

Creciendo y Compartiendo en Cristo Jesis
“Sigue la Luz”

Al entrar a la tienda el otro dia, muy atento aguante la
puerta abierta para alguien. La persona, quien hablaba por
el celular, no reconoci6, mi atencion, pero yo tampoco lo
xesperaba. Sin embargo, ellos caminaban muy despacio
y / por el pasillo (a mi se me dificulta caminar despacio)

@l porque hablaban por el teléfono. Se detuvieron, no
porque querian ver algo sino porque respondian a algo
que la persona en el teléfono les habria dicho vy
obviamente ellos no podian caminar y decir lo que
querian decir. Frustrado por su falta de consideracién, me
fui a otro pasillo, solo para rodear y pasar delante de ellos. Sin
decir nada,(si, a veces me aguanto la lengua) Pensaba, “guia,
sigue o hazte a un lado!”

Al acercarse las preliminares de lIllinois, somos Ilamados a
gjercitar el derechos mas fundamental de ciudadania: el derecho
de elegir nuestro lider. Desafortunadamente los dos partidos
politicos dominantes han encontrado forma de dividir nuestra
creencia Catolica en el derecho a la vida, asi un partido protege
a los aun no nacidos, y el otro protege a los pobres. Ustedes
pueden votar protegiendo la vida en el vientre o la vida
después del nacimiento, pero no pueden hacerlo por ambos!
Nuestro Unico consuelo en esto es que ambos han fallado
miserablemente tanto en eliminar el aborto como la pobreza.
Que hacemos?

Primero, escoger a quien seguir, y no serd a un politico o el
tamafio de nuestra cartera. No debemos votar por temor al
terrorismo o a la economia. ElI Evangelio de hoy nos recuerda
que somos llamados a seguir a alguien que es la luz de quienes
viven en tinieblas y sombras de muerte. Muchas capas de
oscuridad han caido sobre nuestra sociedad por los Gltimos afios
desde guerra en Irak al alza de precios y perdida de empleos. La
fe nos trae luz en la oscuridad y nos muestra una senda sin
temores. Pero la otra mitad del Evangelio nos dice que
reconociendo a Jesucristo como la Luz del mundo es solo parte
de la historia. Debemos seguir a Cristo quien nos Illama en
nuestra vida diaria.

El Evangelio de hoy se usa a menudo como inspiracion a la
vocacion religiosa y sacerdotal y en verdad lo es cuando
consideramos qué tan rapido los apdstoles abandonaron todo
para seguir al Sefior. Pero la gran mayoria de gente que no
abraza una vocacion a la vida religiosa ni siempre aplican el
Evangelio a sus vidas diarias. Cada uno de nosotros somos
Ilamados a seguir a Cristo. Algunos llamados al sacerdocio y
vida religiosa; otros a seguir a Cristo con familias y a todo el
mundo. No se supone que creamos en JesUs y después vivir en
la oscuridad de miedo e intolerancia. Estamos Ilamados a hacer
brillar la luz de Cristo y a destruir la oscuridad del mundo.

No importa quien gane las elecciones primarias y generales,
Debemos exigir que toda vida es preciosa y digna de
proteccion, incluyendo los aun no nacidos, pobres, inmigrantes
y ancianos. Debemos votar con esperanza, no con temor. Y
nosotros ser la luz que brilla en la oscuridad no los politicos.
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