Growing and Sharing in Jesus Christ
“The Importance of St. Matthew”

The Feast of Saint Matthew is not celebrated
this year because it falls on a Sunday. Yet, as
an Apostle and Evangelist, | think Matthew
deserves a little special consideration from all
of us.

Matthew, according to his own Gospel (Mt
9:9), was a tax collector before he was called
by Jesus as an Apostle. He left his customs
table behind and followed the Lord, inviting
Jesus to dinner. At dinner at Matthew’s house,
there were “many tax collectors and sinners” which caused quite
a scandal to the Pharisees that Jesus would eat with such people.
Jesus response to them was, “Those who are well do not need a
doctor; sick people do. Go and learn the meaning of the words,
‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.”” (Mt 9:12-13) Of course, it is
only proper to presume that Peter and the other disciples were as
uncomfortable with the selection of Matthew as anybody else.
After all, Peter prided himself on doing right and obeying God’s
law. Therefore, he would have had to expand his thinking a lot
to welcome Matthew as a disciple. Finally, despite Matthew’s
obvious abilities in accounting, he was not put in charge of the
group’s purse. That job was given to Judas.

As a Pastor, | am often accused of worrying about money or
only seeing things from a financial point of view. That doesn’t
bother me because | have a solid Finance Council filled with
members from both language groups and representing the
various Masses as well as well a Stewardship and Fund-raising
Committee. Because | am responsible to you and to the Cardinal
for everything we do here, | have to worry about finances, and
prayer life, and catechesis and spirituality and evangelization
and the youth and seniors and everyone working together as the
Body of Christ. It would be negligent of me to spend all my time
praying if the buildings are falling down around us. But |
digress.

As | see his ministry, Matthew inspires me, and | hope all of
you, to consider what place money has in our lives. As a tax
collector, Matthew could have made quite a comfortable living,
mostly by cheating people. Instead, he chose to follow Jesus and
leave the comfortable life behind. What does it mean for us to
follow Jesus? Are we willing to give up a few things to know
the Lord more fully? Or are we one of those Christians who
expect faith to bring us rewards in this world as well as the next?

In today’s Gospel, Matthew gives us a startling portrait of the
mercy of God. True to his word, the landowner pays the laborers
a day’s wage, enough to live on, enough to provide for their
families. The fact that those hired last did not work a full day
does not mean that their families need less food. By giving them
the same wage, the landowner uses his wealth to provide for the
needy. Matthew assures us that we can expect the same from
God, who will never tire of looking for those who need to be
saved. Are we in a position to judge them or think less of them
just because they do not speak English or have lived in the
parish all their lives? Well, you know what Matthew thinks.
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Creciendo y Compartiendo en Cristo Jesds
“La Importancia de San Mateo™

La fiesta de San Mateo no se celebra este afio porque cae en
domingo. Sin embargo, como Apoéstol y Evangelista, creo que
Mateo merece un poco de consideracion de parte de todos
nosotros.

Mateo, de acuerdo a su propio evangelio (Mat 9:9), fue un
cobrador de impuestos antes de ser llamado por Jesds como
Apostol. El dejé atras su escritorio y siguio al Sefior, invitando a
JesUs a cenar. A la cena en casa de Mateo, habian “muchos
cobradores de impuestos y pecadores” lo cual causé gran
escandalo a los Fariseos que Jesls comiera con tal gente. La
respuesta de Jesus fue, los sanos no necesitan médico sino los
enfermos. Vayan y aprendan el significado de la palabra, “pido
misericordia, no sacrificio” (Mat 9:12-13) Por supuesto esto es
solo presuncion propia que Pedro y los otros discipulos estaban
incomodos con la seleccion de Mateo como todos los demas.
Después de todo, Pedro se enorgullecia de si mismo haciendo lo
correcto y obedeciendo la ley de Dios. Por eso, deberia expander
mucho su pensamiento para recibir a Mateo como discipulo.
Finalmente, a pesar de las habilidades obvias de Mateo como
contador no se puso como tesorero del grupo. El trabajo se le dio
a Judas.

Como Pastor, a veces me acusan de preocuparme por el
dinero o que solo veo las cosas desde el punto de vista
financiero. Esto no me molesta porque tengo un sélido Concilio
de Finanzas con miembros de ambos grupos, inglés y espafiol,
representando las varias misas como también el Comité de
Mayordomia y Recaudacion. Soy responsable a ustedes y al
Cardenal por todo lo que hacemos aqui, tengo que preocuparme
de las finanzas, la vida de oracion, catequesis, espiritualidad,
evangelizacién, los jovenes y mayores de edad y quienquiera
que trabajen juntos como el cuerpo de Cristo. Seria negligencia
de mi parte pasar todo el tiempo orando mientras los edificios se
caen. Pero me desvio.

Al ver su ministerio, Mateo me inspira, y espero que todos
ustedes consideren el lugar que ocupa el dinero en sus vidas.
Como cobrador de impuestos, Mateo pudo hacer una vida
comoda mas que nada engafiando gente. En vez el escogid
seguir a JesUs y dejar atras la vida comoda. Que significa para
usted seguir a Jess? Estamos dispuestos a dejar algunas cosas
para conocer al Sefior mas plenamente? O somos de esos
cristianos que esperan que la fe les traiga premios en este mundo
y en el préximo?

En el Evangelio de hoy, Mateo nos da un asombrosa retrato
de la misericordia de Dios. Cierto a sus palabras el patron paga a
los mozos un dia de pago, suficiente para vivir, suficiente para
proveer para sus familias. El hecho que los Gltimos asalariados
no trabajaron el dia completo no quiere decir que sus familias
necesitaban menos comida. D&ndoles el mismo salario, el Patron
usa su riqueza para proveer para los necesitados. Mateo nos
asegura que podemos esperar lo mismo de Dios, que nunca se
cansara de buscar a quienes necesitan ser salvados. ;Estamos en
posesion de juzgarles o pensar menos de ellos solo porque no
hablan inglés o han vivido en la parroquia toda su vida? Bien,
Usted sabe lo que Mateo piensa.
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