Growing and Sharing in Jesus Christ
“Happy Feast Day!”

For those of you who know that the Feast of St.
Aloysius is June 21st, you may be thinking that | am late
in wishing all of the parishioners a Happy Feast Day. That
would be a good guess since | am often late! However, |
am actually wishing our many parishioners of Puerto
Rican descent a Happy Feast Day today, on the Feast of
St. John the Baptist. St. John the Baptist is the original
patron saint of Puerto Rico, long before the movement to
place every country under the protection of Our Lady. In
my mind, the patronage of St. John the Baptist gives Puerto
Rico a special honor even as our devotion to St. John gives new
meaning to our Catholic faith. The Puerto Rican Fiesta in
Humboldt Park was originally celebrated in conjunction with
the Feast of St. John the Baptist, although it did not begin as a
religious festival. Unfortunately, so many people have lost the
spiritual roots of our social celebrations that the festival was
moved to the third Sunday in June because it was “too close” to
the Fiesta del Sol! That is a shame because St. John deserves
our devotion and admiration.

In the Gospel, John the Baptist prepares the way for Christ
and then points to Christ, even sending his own disciples to
follow Jesus. We still echo his words every Sunday. Right
before Communion, | hold up the host and proclaim with
John’s voice, “This is the lamb of God who takes away the sins
of the world.” Other than the Virgin Mary, no other saint did so
much to make the world aware of its Savior. Jesus reminds us
that no man born of woman is greater than John!

We usually think of John dressed in camel’s hair and
shouting in the desert to prepare the way for the Lord. Most
people easily dismiss his call and other fervent Christians who
call people to repentance. We are uncomfortable with their
asceticism and their intense spirituality, yet we know that there
are many things in our lives for which we should repent.

A true devotion to St. John the Baptist helps us to better
understand our own spiritual journeys. Jesus came to John as he
was baptizing people in the Jordan. Just so, Jesus comes to us in
our daily lives. Like John, we often do not see why Jesus
should come to us, but He asks us to let Him share in our work
and worries. When we embrace the Lord fully in our lives, we
begin a new phase in our spiritual journey
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“Feliz Dia del Santo”

Para Uds. quienes saben que la fiesta de San Aloysius
es el 21 de Junio, pensaran que tardo en desearle a todos
los feligreses un Feliz Dia del Santo. Creo asi puesto que
a menudo estoy tarde. Sin embargo, hoy en la fiesta de
San Juan Bautista, quien es el original Santo Patrén de
. Puerto Rico, mucho antes del movimiento que pusiera a
todos los paises bajo la proteccion de Nuestra Sefiora. En
este dia felicito a nuestros muchos parroquianos de
descendencia Puertorriquefia. En mi mente, San Juan
Bautista siendo patron le da a Puerto Rico un Honor especial asi
como nuestra devocion a San Juan da un significado nuevo a
nuestra fe Catolica. La fiesta puertorriquefia en el parque
Humboldt originalmente se celebré en conjunto con la fiesta de
San Juan Bautista, aunque no empez6 como festival religioso.
Desafortunadamente, mucha gente ha perdido la raiz espiritual de
nuestra celebracion social por eso la fiesta se movio para el tercer
domingo de Junio porque estaba !“muy cerca” de la Fiesta del Sol!
Que pena porgue San Juan merece nuestra devocion y nuestra
admiracion.

En el evangelio Juan Bautista prepara el camino para Cristo y
asi sefiala a Cristo, aun envia a sus propios discipulos a que sigan
a Cristo. Todavia repetimos sus palabras cada domingo. Antes de
la Comunioén yo elevo la hostia y proclamo con la voz de Juan
“Este es el cordero de Dios que quita los pecados del mundo”
Ningun Santo después de la Virgen Maria, hizo tanto para que el
mundo conociera al Salvador. Jesls nos recuerda que ningdn
hombre nacido de mujer es tan grande como Juan!

Generalmente pensamos de Juan vestido con piel de camello y
gritando en el desierto que preparen el camino del Sefior. La
mayoria de la gente rechaza su llamado y el de otros fervientes
Cristianos quienes llaman al arrepentimiento.

Una verdadera devocion a San Juan el Bautista nos ayuda a
entender mejor nuestra propia jornada espiritual. JesUs viene a Juan
cuando Juan bautizaba en el Jordan. Asi mismo llega a nosotros en
nuestra vida diaria. Como Juan, a veces no vemos porque JesUs
deberia venir a nosotros, pero El nos pide que le permitamos a El
compartir con nosotros nuestro trabajo y nuestras penas. Cuando en
nuestras vidas abrazamos plenamente al Sefior, empezamos un
nuevo paso en nuestra jornada espiritual donde las palabras de Juan
nos guian por el resto de nuestras vidas: Debemos

where the words of John guide us for the rest
of our lives: we must decrease so that Christ
may increase in us!

May the intercession of St. John the
Baptist increase your love for Christ now
and always.
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St. John the Baptist

hacernos pequefios para que Cristo crezca en
nosotros!

Que la interseccion de Juan el Bautista les
aumente su amor por Cristo hoy y siempre.
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