Growing and Sharing in Jesus Christ
“God Proves His Love for Us”

Back in 1886, Monsignor Thiele implored the
Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ to build their new
hospital in Wicker Park. He knew that a hospital
was a strong anchor for a growing community and
that having a quality hospital within walking
distance would encourage the poor as well as the
rich to take advantage of the many medical advances that were
occurring. Building a Catholic hospital across the street from
the parish and a block away from Josephinum Academy would
seem to have been a Catholic “triple play,” as the Church could
now accompany people through every moment of life simply by
walking down the street. Yet, there was far more going on than
simply building a hospital or providing Catholic services!

Saint Elizabeth of Hungary, the patroness of the new
hospital, is most often remembered for giving bread to the poor
during a time of famine while her husband was away on the
emperor’s business. Yet anyone brave enough to do a quick
internet search on St. Elizabeth will be rewarded with the story
of an amazing faith. Born into the Hungarian royal family,
saintliness was in Elizabeth’s blood. Her aunt, cousin, great
niece and great-great grandfather were all declared saints of the
Church. Yet Elizabeth’s life was far from easy. She suffered
much at the hands of her enemies, especially after her
hushand’s death. Married into the German royal family, she is
considered both a saint to the German people as well as the
Hungarian people where she was born. She was attacked, not
for giving away bread, but for giving away the royal ornaments
and vestments as well. She built a hospital under the palace and
personally visited the sick every day. When her husband died
on the way to the Crusades, she became a follower of St.
Francis. As the political tensions mounted in Germany and the
empire, Elizabeth’s fortunes waned.

Naming the hospital after St. Elizabeth of Hungary was an
extremely prophetic moment in the life of our parish. An
immigrant herself to her German land, she knew what the
German people would face in coming to America. Opening her
arms to the poor in the time of famine was an invitation to our
parishioners to open our arms to all those in need, and to never
turn away an immigrant. Embracing humility for the sake of her
faith, reminds us to trust only in God’s plans and not our own.

Of all the patron saints which form our parish’s history, why
did I choose to write about Saint Elizabeth of Hungary on Palm
Sunday? Certainly, Saint Aloysius is known for meditating
upon the cross throughout his personal suffering and Saint
Fidelis gave his life for the Gospel. But Saint Elizabeth’s story
embodies both the suffering and the purpose of our Lord’s
Passion. We know her as a comfort in our time of need, a
healing presence for those who are sick, one who suffered
herself but was more concerned about the sufferings of others.
She shows us how our lives are linked to the Passion of Christ.
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En 1886 Monsefior Thiele implord a las Pobres Siervas de

[ Jesucristo que construyeran su nuevo hospital en Wicker Park.

El sabia que un hospital seria una fuerte ancla para una
comunidad creciente y que teniendo un hospital de calidad muy
cerca alentaria tanto a pobres como a ricos para aprovechar de
los muchos avances médicos actuales. Construir un hospital
Catolico enfrente de la parroquia y a una cuadra de la Academia
Josephinum parecia haber sido una “triple jugada,” la iglesia
podria acompafar a la gente por cada momento de sus vidas
simplemente caminando calle abajo. Aunque habia mucho mas
gue simplemente construir un hospital o proveer servicios
Catolicos!

Santa Isabel de Hungria, la patrona del nuevo hospital, es
muy recordada por dar pan a los pobres en un tiempo de
hambre mientras su esposo estaba fuera en negocios del
emperador. Aun asi cualquiera con valor de buscar en el
Internet sobre Santa Isabel sera recompensado con la historia de
una fe admirable. Nacida en una familia Real Hungara, la
santidad estaba en la sangre de Isabel. Su tia, primo, sobrina y
tatarabuelo todos fueron declarados santos de la Iglesia. Aun asi
la vida de Isabel no fue tan fécil. Ella sufri6 en las manos de sus
enemigos, especialmente después de la muerte de su esposo.
Siendo casada dentro de la familia real Alemana. Ella es
considerada santa tanto para la gente Alemana como para la
Hungara donde ella nacié. Ella fue atacada, no por regalar pan
sino por regalar adornos reales y también vestiduras. Ella
construyé un hospital abajo del palacio y ella misma visitaba
los enfermos cada dia. Al morir su esposo en camino a las
Cruzadas, ella se convirtié en seguidora de San Francisco. Al
aumentar las tensiones politicas en Alemania y el imperio, la
fortuna de Isabel decayo.

Nombrando al hospital como Santa Isabel de Hungria fue un
momento extremadamente profético en la vida de nuestra
parroquia. Ella misma inmigrante en su tierra Alemana, sabia lo
que la gente Alemana enfrentaria al venir a America. Abriendo
sus brazos a los pobres en tiempo de hambre es una invitacion
para nuestros feligreses abrir nuestros brazos a todos los
necesitados, y no despreciar a los inmigrantes. Abrazando la
humildad por amor de su fe nos recuerda confiar solamente en
los planes de Dios y no los nuestros.

De todos los santos patronos que forman la historia de
nuestra parroquia ¢;porqué escogi escribir de Santa Isabel de
Hungria el Domingo de Ramos? Ciertamente, San Aloysius es
conocido por meditar sobre la cruz por todos sus sufrimientos
personales y San Fidelis dio su vida por el Evangelio. Pero la
historia de Santa Isabel abarca tanto el sufrimiento como el
proposito de la pasion del Sefior. Nosotros la conocemos como
consuelo en tiempo de necesidad, y presencia sanadora para los
enfermos, alguien quien sufrido pero le preocupaba mas el
sufrimiento de otros. Ella nos muestra como nuestras vidas se
unen a la pasion de Cristo
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