Growing and Sharing in Jesus Christ

“Was It Ever Heard Of?

On rare occasions, my dad would tell us
something about his father. It was never the kind of
funny stories that most of us tell about a parent’s
idiosyncrasies or the dysfunctional aspects of our
families. Grandpa was never spoken of in casual
conversation. My father only talked about his father
to teach us something about life: strength, business,
or virtue. Because these moments were so rare, we
listened intently as if a mystery were being revealed to us.

On the other hand, my father often tried to impart his own
wisdom to us in order to guide us and shape us. And while my
father’s lessons were often valuable, we seldom listened to him.
Simply put, he was always telling us what to do, so what was
special about what he said? Of course, now that my father has
passed away, his words become more precious with each
passing day. The most common problem in human relationships
is that we fail to value what is in front of us and only value that
which is rare and uncommon. Why do most teenagers seek
advice from people other than their parents? Because their
parents are always giving them advice. The bad advice of a
complete stranger is given more credence than the wisdom of
parents simply because it is someone else speaking to them!
Even adults choose to ignore what is common in favor of the
extraordinary. For example, the Tribune has been trying to
raise the ire and fury of the people by pointing out crooked
politicians and how they refuse to reform. But we all expect
politicians to be crooked, so we continue to let them raise taxes
and govern ineffectively instead of demanding more of them.
On the other hand, AT&T helping one American Idol
contestant to win over another becomes a huge scandal which
must be looked into. How ridiculous!

Who speaks to us more often than God? Who loves us
more? Who guides us and protects us more than the Almighty?
Who is more often neglected and ignored? What Church speaks
of the Divine Love more eloquently than our own Catholic
Church? Who else has the deposit of Apostolic Teaching,
sacramental grace, saintly example and faithfulness to the Bible
that we have? Yet, whose followers are the most lukewarm? If
a scandal develops, like the current one with Father Alberto,
well, then we pay attention and make snide remarks. But when
the Church speaks Divine Truth and shows us how to grow
closer to God, we simply stop paying attention. How sad!

Even in our own wonderful parish, we fall prey to this
indifference, for the common. If any parish in the suburbs were
celebrating 125 years, the people would be lining up to be part
of the jubilee book, buy tickets for the dance, and crow proudly
about the accomplishments of their parish. Unfortunately, we
have been blessed with many pastors and people who struggled
valiantly to build this parish, to welcome and be the Body of
Christ to the world, and who have been filled with the gifts of
the Holy Spirit. To us, a history of great faith is common. Yet,
it is our faith, not theirs that will make June 21* a special day.
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““Se ha oido cosa semejante”
En raras ocasiones, mi padre nos contd algo de su padre.
Nunca fue la clase de historia divertida que solemos contar a
cerca de la idiosincrasia de un padre, o los aspectos de una

/ familia disfuncional. Esto nunca lo hablé en conversaciones

casuales. Mi padre solo nos habl6 de su papa para ensefiarnos
algo sobre la vida: fortaleza, negocio, o virtud. Porque esos
momentos eran raros, escuchamos atentamente como si se nos
revelara un misterio.

Por otro lado, mi padre a menudo traté de impartirnos su
propia sabiduria para guiarnos y formarnos. Y mientras las
lecciones de mi padre eran de valor, casi no le escuchamos.
Francamente, siempre diciéndonos lo que teniamos que hacer.
¢Asi que, habia de especial en lo que decia? Por supuesto, ahora
que mi padre ha muerto, sus palabras son mas valiosas cada dia
que pasa. El problema méas comun en las relaciones humanas es
que no damos valor a lo que tenemos en frente y solo damos
valor a lo raro y extrafio. ;Porque muchos jovenes buscan
consejos de otras personas en vez de sus padres? Porque los
padres siempre estan dando consejos. jUn mal consejo de un
extrafio se le da mas credibilidad que la sabiduria de padres
simplemente porque es alguien méas hablandoles! Aun adultos
prefieren ignorar lo comin en favor de lo extraordinario. Por
ejemplo, el Tribuna (el Tribune) ha tratado de levantar la ira 'y
furor de la gente sefialando a los politicos deshonrados y cémo
rehsan reformarse. Pero todos creemos que los politicos son
deshonrados, asi continuamos permitiendo que aumenten los
impuestos y que gobiernen sin eficiencia en vez de exigir mas
de ellos. Por otro lado, AT&T ayudando a un concursante idolo
Americano para que gane en contra de otro, llega a ser un gran
escandalo que debe revisarse. jQue ridiculo!

¢Quién nos habla mas seguido que Dios? ;Quién nos ama
mas? ;Quién nos guia y nos protege mas que el todo poderoso?
¢Quién es mas olvidado e ignorado? ¢Que iglesia habla del
Divino Amor més elocuentemente que nuestra Iglesia Catélica?
¢Quién mas tiene el depobsito de Ensefianza Apostolica, gracia
sacramental, ejemplo de santidad y fidelidad a la Biblia que
nosotros? Aun asi, ¢que seguidores son los mas tibios? Si se
desarrolla un escandalo, como el actual del Padre Alberto, bien,
entonces ponemos atencion y hacemos comentarios sarcasticos.
Pero cuando la Iglesia habla de la Divina Verdad y nos ensefia
como acercarnos a Dios, simplemente dejamos de poner
atencion. jQué tristezal

Aun en nuestra preciosa parroquia, caemos presa de esta
indiferencia por lo que es comun. Si alguna parroquia en los
suburbios estuviera celebrando 125 afios la gente haria linea
para ser parte do lo que es el libro de jubileo, comprar boletos
para el baile y enorgullecerse por el éxito de su parroquia.
Desafortunadamente, hemos sido bendecidos por muchos
pastores y gente que lucharon valientemente para construir esta
parroquia, dar bienvenida y ser el Cuerpo de Cristo para el
mundo, y quienes han sido llenos del Espiritu Santo. Para
nosotros, una historia de gran fe es comin. Aun es nuestra fe,
no la suya que hara el 21 de junio, un dia especial.
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