Growing and Sharing in Jesus Christ
“Throwing Stones™

I was watching TV the other night and | came
across the movie Latter Days. The central character
is a gay Mormon missionary who is tempted while
on his mission experience, is excommunicated, and =
attempts suicide. During the excommunication
hearing, his father, the leading elder of the Church
asks him if he is accusing them of being hypocrites. His
response was, “You’ve gone way beyond hypocrisy. Now
you’re just being mean.”

My greatest sadness as a priest is the meanness we often
show toward one another. This meanness is even more
belligerent when it is masked in the veil of righteousness.
Under the guise of combating sin, we say things that destroy
other people and judge them harshly when we ourselves
would beg for mercy for offenses that are often far worse.
The way we speak to one another, the words we use are far
more than “spicy”; they can be cruel, degrading, and ungodly
mean. We treat undocumented people as invaders who will
despoil our land while we fail to remember that our parents
and grandparents came here for the same reason: to leave
behind oppression and to enjoy the prosperity that only
freedom can bring. With the important social issues such as
health care and creating jobs, we do not debate the merits of
a proposal, but we dismiss what is being said as part of a
conservative or socialist ideology. As your Pastor, | can be
accused of promoting an “agenda” for those who disagree
with the way the Gospel is applied to various social issues.
Even newcomers can feel challenged when they present their
ideas instead of feeling welcomed.

On the other hand, one of my great joys as a priest is to be
part of a community that truly praises the Lord. In those
times when we humbly acknowledge God’s blessings among
us, our worship is amazing. When a member of this parish
embraces the practice of stewardship and gives of themselves
in thankful appreciation for the gifts they have received, then
the Gospel is lived more fully. And when a new parishioner
tells me how much they feel at home in this community, then
I know that we are evangelizing as Christ commanded—
bringing Good News to all those in need.

Sometimes when | write strongly about issues in our
parish, people spend their time trying to guess what upset me
and they miss the point of my message. Today’s article has
no episode for its basis. Rather, the Gospel of the woman
caught in adultery has always held a special place in my
heart and has been an important aspect of my ministry. |
know all too well my own sins, and | live gratefully for the
mercy bestowed on me by Jesus Christ. | pray fervently that
not | nor anyone in our parish nor our Catholic Church
would rather pick up a stone in judgment of others before we
extend a merciful embrace. May this last week of Lent be for
us a time of repentance for our own sins, forgiveness for the
sins of others, and healing in our homes and hearts. May we
drop the stones of judgment and embrace the mercy of
Christ.
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