Growing and Sharing in Jesus Christ
“Recovering Our Senses™

The opening celebration for our Jubilee Year last
weekend was absolutely amazing. Despite the
hundreds (and | mean hundreds) of little problems,
the threat of rain, the tedium of counting and
recounting tables and chairs, and attending to all the
last second details, everyone enjoyed the Mass and
Picnic with unparalleled success! A heartfelt thank
you to all the planners, the staff and the volunteers
who made it all look perfect. | walked through the
day like Peter being released from prison, thinking it was all a
vision compared to the nightmare of two years of planning.

But now it is time for me and for you to recover our senses
as Peter did once the angel left him. And what did Peter realize
once he recovered his senses? “Now | know for certain that the
Lord sent his angel and rescued me.”” (Acts 12:11) St. Paul uses
the same phrase in his letter to Timothy (2Tim 4:17-18), saying
that he “was rescued from the lion’s mouth” and then adds that
the Lord will rescue him “from every evil threat”. No, our lives
are not in immediate danger as were the lives of Peter and Paul,
but the Lord does rescue us so often from sin and hubris and
just plain stupidity that our spiritual lives are like a fog which is
difficult to navigate. As person after person came up to me last
Saturday and Sunday to say how nice everything was, | thanked
God constantly for having blessed us so. When some of the
sisters asked me how we got so much accomplished, my mind
went back to St. Paul’s words, “The Lord stood by me and gave
me strength.” On Saturday evening, Stanley reminded me that
St. Paul did not stop his sentence there. The second half of that
sentence is “so that through me the proclamation might be
completed and all the Gentiles might hear it.”

To me, recovering our senses does not mean we come down
from the emotional high of our celebration. Recovering our
senses means that we continue the mission the Lord has
entrusted to us to proclaim Christ to others. At St. Aloysius,
that mission has been defined for the last 124 years by a
community willing to open its arms to everyone, no matter their
language, their background, their race, their economic status,
their style of life. We embrace every one of God’s children and
share with them a faith which they can use as a rock to build
their lives upon. Our mission to proclaim Christ has been
defined by our commitment to provide for the poor and the
needy of our community, to praise God as often as possible, to
evangelize in every possible way, and to accept that we are
stewards of God’s blessings, responsible to Him for using
wisely the grace bestowed upon us.

Now that the first celebration is past, I encourage you to
follow the examples of Peter and Paul. Prepare for the next
celebration by recovering your sense of thankfulness and
stewardship, recovering your commitment to the poor, the
immigrant, the disenfranchised, and recovering your faith in
Jesus Christ, “the Son of the living God.”
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“Recuperando Nuestros Sentidos”

La celebracién de apertura para nuestro afio de Jubileo el
fin de semana pasado fue maravilloso. A pesar de cientos (y
Yo digo cientos) de problemitas, amenaza de lluvia, lo
 tedioso de contar y recontar sillas y mesas, atender todos los
/ detalles de ultimo minuto, cada uno disfruté de la Misa y el
Picnic con éxito sin par! Gracias de corazén a todos quienes
planearon, trabajadores de la parroquia y voluntarios que
hicieron que todo esto se viera perfecto. Todo el dia caminé
como Pedro saliendo de la cércel, pensando que todo era
suefio comparado con las pasadillas de dos afios de
planificacion.

Pero ahora es tiempo para mi y ustedes de recuperar nuestros
sentidos como Pedro cuando el angel lo dejé. Y que dijo Pedro
al volver en si? “No cave duda: el Sefior ha enviado a su angel
para rescatarme” (Hechos 12,11) San Pablo usa la misma frase
en su carta a Timoteo (2Tim 4, 17-18), al decir que él “quedd
libre de la boca del le6n” y agrega que el Sefior lo librara de
“todo mal”. No, nuestras vidas no estan en inmediato peligro
como lo estaban las de Pedro y Pablo, pero el Sefior tan a
menudo nos rescata del pecado y arrogancia y simple estupidez
que nuestra vida espiritual estd como en tinieblas dificil de
navegar. Al venir a mi el sdbado y domingo pasado personas y
personas diciéndome que tan bonito estuvo todo, e dado gracias
a Dios constantemente por habernos bendecido asi. Cuando una
de las hermanas me pregunté como logramos tanto, mi mente
volvio a las palabras de San Pablo, “El Sefior estuvo a mi lado
dandome fortaleza” El sabado en la tarde, Stanley me recordd
que San Pablo no terminé su frase alli, la segunda parte de la
frase es “Para que la proclamacién sea completa a través de mi
y la escuchen todos los gentiles.”

Para mi, recobrar los sentidos no quiere decir que bajamos
de la elevada emocién de nuestra celebracion. Recobrar
nuestros sentidos significa que continuamos la mision que el
Sefior nos ha confiado de proclamar a Cristo ante los demas. En
San Aloysius esa mision se ha definido por los Gltimos 124
afios por una comunidad deseosa de abrir sus brazos a todos, no
importa su lenguaje, su origen, su raza, su estado econémico, su
estilo de vida. Abrazamos a cada hijo de Dios y compartimos
con ellos una fe la cual pueden usar como una roca y sobre ella
construir su vida. Nuestra mision de proclamar a Cristo ha sido
definida por nuestro compromiso de proveer para los pobres y
necesitados de nuestra comunidad, alabar a Dios tanto como sea
posible, evangelizar en todo lo posible y aceptar que somos
mayordomos de las bendiciones de Dios, responsables a El para
usar sabiamente la gracia que en nosotros ha derramado.

Ahora que pas6 la primera celebracion, les animo a seguir
los ejemplos de Pedro y Pablo. Preparase para la proxima
celebracion recuperando sus sentidos de agradecimiento y
mayordomia, recuperando su compromiso a los pobres, los
inmigrantes, los desamparados y recuperando su fe en Cristo
JesUs, “el Hijo de Dios vivo”
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