Growing and Sharing in Jesus Christ

“I Mean to Stay at Your House™ a
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What is your reaction to the story of
Zaccheus? Are you so interested in knowing Jesus | =
that you would run ahead of the others and climb = ¢
a tree along the way just to see him? Maybe, ’ v
maybe not. Yet, many people are willing to get up &=
early the day after Thanksgiving in order to be among the first
at a sale. How many stood in line to get the iphone® or Halo3®
or last year’s Playstation3®? Is 40% off at Kohls worth more
than your eternal life? | don’t think so.

Why don’t we act more like Zaccheus and seek the Lord
when we know He is present in our lives? Perhaps we are afraid
of what He will say to us. | hope we’re not afraid of rejection!
No one, NO ONE, who comes to God seeking mercy is ever
turned away. | need to emphasize that point because too many
preachers would have you believe that God’s love for you
depends upon how you live your life. Too many people, even in
our Church, spend more time judging their neighbors than we
do praying for God’s mercy. Sadly, that is our greatest sin.

What are we afraid of? Maybe we are afraid that Jesus will
stay at our house. Maybe we are afraid that Jesus will discover
who we really are. Maybe we are afraid that we will have to
change if Jesus comes to our house to stay. But isn’t conversion
of life basic to being a Christian? God embraces us even as
sinners, and our love for God means that we desire to change
and leave sin behind us. Still, change, even desirous change, is
a frightening concept for most of us. That is why most people
find it easier to wait in line for the newest gadget or biggest sale
than to pray for the Lord to be present to them.

Last week, | began speaking about “Our Time to Grow,” the
capital campaign we are having to raise enough money to build
a new parish center. In some ways, | think that you will easily
be convinced of the value of this campaign and will gladly
make a contribution to it. After all, our parish community has
been running ahead of the crowd for quite some time in order to
meet the Lord Jesus. We are among the few parishes that have
successfully welcomed a new population while maintaining our
larger Hispanic community. We are among the first to really
evangelize. A new parish center will help us to fulfill our vision
of Growing and Sharing in Jesus Christ in so many ways.

Many of you will not be easily convinced. A new parish
center will require a great sacrifice on the part of all of us in
order to raise the money needed to build a center that will be
able to grow with us. The total project will cost nearly $ 6
million dollars! Half of this money we can be raised through
selling property. But every family will need to contribute if we
expect to raise the other half. You cannot
simply “make a contribution” if we are to raise ¢
this kind of money. Like Zaccheus, all of us ~
will have to go out onto a limb with the amount
we choose to pledge. That itself is frightening, %
but I believe that, like Zaccheus, our sacrifice
will also bring us closer to Jesus.

May God bless your generosity!
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Creciendo y Compartiendo en Cristo Jesis
“Digo, Quédense en Su Casa”

¢Cual es su reaccidn a la historia de Zaqueo? ;Estd usted tan
interesado de conocer a Jesis como para correr adelante de los
demas, subirse a un arbol solo para ver a Jesus? Tal vez si, tal vez
no. Aun asi mucha gente desea levantarse temprano después del
dia de Dar Gracias para ser de los primeros en la venta de ofertas.
¢Cuantos estuvieron haciendo linea para obtener un iphone®, un
Halo3® o el Playstation® del afio pasado? ¢Un descuento de 40%
en Kohls vale més que su vida eterna? No lo creo.

¢Porqué no actuamos mas como Saqueo y buscamos al Sefior
cuando sabemos que estd presente en nuestras vidas? Quiza
tengamos miedo a lo que El nos dird. Espero no sea temor al
rechazo! Nadie, NADIE quien venga a Dios buscando compasion
es rechazado. Necesito enfatizar este punto porque muchos
predicadores quisieran que ustedes creyeran que el amor de Dios
depende de cémo vivan sus vidas. Mucha gente, aun en nuestra
iglesia, pasan mas tiempo juzgando a sus vecinos que lo que
imploramos a Dios por misericordia. Tristemente, ese es nuestro
gran pecado.

¢De qué tenemos miedo? Tal vez tememos que Jesls se quede
en nuestra casa. Tal vez tememos que Jesls descubra quienes
somos realmente. Tal ves tememos hacer un cambio si Jesus viene
a quedarse en nuestra casa. ¢Pero no es la conversion de vida la
base de ser Cristiano? Dios nos abraza aun siendo pecadores, y que
nuestro amor por Dios significa el deseo de cambiar dejando atrés
el pecado. Aun asi, cambio, aun cambio anhelado, es un concepto
amedrentador para la mayoria de nosotros. Por eso, mucha gente
encuentra mas facil hacer linea por las novedades o las grandes
ofertas que rogar al Sefior que esté presente con ellos.

La semana pasada, empecé a hablar de “Nuestro Tiempo para
Crecer” la campafia capital que estamos llevando a cabo para
reunir suficiente dinero para construir un nuevo centro parroquial.
De alguna manera, creo que facil se convenceran del valor de esta
campafia y con gusto contribuirdn. Después de todo, nuestra
comunidad parroquial ha ido corriendo adelante de la multitud por
mucho tiempo para encontrarse con el Sefior. Estamos dentro de
las pocas parroquias que con éxito han recibido una nueva
poblacién manteniéndose dentro de una gran comunidad hispana.
Estamos dentro de las primeras que en realidad evangelizamos. Un
nuevo centro nos ayudard de muchas maneras a llevar a cabo
nuestra vision de Creciendo y Compartiendo en Cristo Jesus.

Muchos de ustedes no se convenceran facilmente. Un nuevo
centro requiere un gran sacrificio de parte de todos nosotros para
levantar los fondos necesarios para construir un centro que sera
capaz de crecer con nosotros. El total del proyecto costara cerca de
$6 millones! La mitad podremos conseguirla
vendiendo algunas propiedades.
familia necesitara contribuir si esperamos ~  »

recaudar la otra mitad. No simplemente se .. V N .
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“hace una contribucion” si queremos conseguir %

esa cantidad de dinero. Como Zaqueo, todos

tenemos que subir a una rama con la cantidad

que deseamos prometer. Esto es amedrentador, pero si creemos asi,

como Zaqueo, nuestro sacrificio también nos traera cerca de Jesus.
Que Dios bendiga su generosidad!
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Our Time to Grow Campaign Pledge is Sunday, November 11th



