Celebrating Life in Communion with Christ
“Too Little, Too Late™

So many times in marriage counseling | hear one person
to the other, “you gave me too little, too late.” In other words,
when their partner finally got around to offering an apology
or paying attention to them or showing them love, the person
who was hurt had already hardened their heart to forgiving
their partner. Unfortunately in marriages and families,
everyone plays the “too little, too late” game and real hurts
often go unresolved.

In the story of Lazarus, Jesus knows that his friend is
seriously sick, yet he stayed where he was for two more days.
Why? We don’t know, except that God will be glorified.
When Jesus does arrive in Bethany, Lazarus has been dead
for four days. It would be very easy to imagine Martha and
Mary saying to Jesus that he gave too little and came too late.
In fact, they both say the same thing to him (“Lord, if you
had been here, my brother would not have died”) which
almost sounds like they want to say “too little, too late.”

In spite of their less than warm reception, Jesus offers to
show them the glory of God. Even so, Martha does not want
to open the tomb because of the “stench” (for us, it could be
the stench of not forgiving). However, Jesus convinces her
and calls Lazarus out of the tomb to live again. As a final
instruction, Jesus tells the sisters to untie Lazarus, “and let
him go free.” How beautiful would our world be if we could
just untie the hurts that bind us, untie ourselves from the
sufferings of body and spirit and walk freely with the Lord!

One thing | believe we should take with us from today’s
Gospel is that it is never too little, too late with God. In fact,
we may think that God comes too late to answer our prayers
or to help us when, in fact, He comes just in time to love us
in a far more glorious way than we can imagine. The
question becomes for us whether or not we are willing to see
God’s glory, whether or not we will open the tomb where we
have buried all of our hurts and disappointments so that the
Lord may heal us and call us to a new life.

Even though Lent is nearly over, the Lord is ready to heal
us at any moment. It is never too little or too late with God.
We come to the Lord aware that we are tied down by the
cares of this world, that we are often buried by our concerns.
Faith is to hear Jesus calling us out of this world’s tomb of
desires and troubles and into a new and everlasting life of
inner peace and strength. Faith allows us to walk free.

Rejoice in Christ,
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Celebrando la Vida en Comunion con Cristo
“Tan poco, tan tarde”

Muchas veces en consejeria matrimonial escucho de una persona a
otra, “me diste tan poco, tan tarde.” En otras palabras, cuando la
pareja finalmente quiere pedirle perddn, ponerle atencién u
ofrecerle amor, la persona que fue lastimada ya ha endurecido su
corazén para poder perdonar a su pareja. Desafortunadamente, en
las parejas como en las familias, se juega al juego de “Tan poco,
tan tarde” y las heridas graves no se resuelven.

En la historia de Lazaro, Jesus sabe que su amigo esta
seriamente enfermo, mas se quedd en donde estaba por otros dos
dias mas. Por qué? No sabemos, con excepcion de Dios sera
glorificado. Cuando Jesus llega a Betania, Lazaro tiene cuatro dias
de muerto. Es facil de imaginar que Marta y Maria le digan a JesUs
que ha dado muy poco y que llegé muy tarde. De hecho, ambas le
dicen la misma cosa (“Sefior, si hubieras estado aqui, mi hermano
no hubiera muerto”) lo que suena como queriendo decirle “Tan
poco, tan tarde.”

A pesar de su no tan calida recepcion, Jesus ofrece mostrarles la
gloria de Dios. Aun cuando Marta no quiere abrir la tumba debido
al “hedor” (para nosotros puede ser el hedor de no perdonar). Sin
embargo, Jesus la convence y llama a Lazaro a que salga de la
tumba para vivir de nuevo. Como instruccién final, Jesus le dice a
las hermanas que desataran a Lazaro, “y déjenlo libre.” Qué
hermoso seria nuestro mundo si pudiéramos desatar todas las
heridas que nos atan, desatarnos a nosotros mismos de los
sufrimientos del cuerpo y del espiritu y caminar libre con el Sefior!

Una cosa que creo debemos aprender de este evangelio hoy es
que para Dios no hay tan poco, tan tarde. De hecho, tal vez
pensamos que Dios llega tan tarde para responder a nuestras
oraciones o para ayudarnos cuando realmente viene a tiempo para
amarnos de una forma mas gloriosa de lo que nos podemos
imaginar. La pregunta es si nosotros queremos ver la gloria de
Dios, o si deseamos abrir la tumba donde hemos enterrado todas
nuestras heridas y desilusiones para que el Sefior nos sane y nos
Ilame a una vida nueva.

Aunque la Cuaresma ya casi termina, el Sefior esta listo para
sanarnos en cualquier momento. Nunca es tan poco o tan tarde para
Dios. Venimos al Sefior sabiendo que estamos atados por las cosas
de este mundo, que a menudo nuestras preocupaciones nos sepultan.
Fe es escuchar a JesUs que nos invita a salir de la tumba de los
deseos y problemas de este mundo hacia una vida nueva y eterna de
paz interior y fuerza. La fe nos permite caminar libres.

Regocijese en Cristo,
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