Growing and Sharing in Jesus Christ
“You Know What Has Happened”

With the words above, Peter proclaims the
resurrection of Jesus Christ to the crowds.
Proclaiming something new and miraculous as if
everyone knows about it already seems strange.
Stranger still, Peter is actually inviting people to
believe in Jesus Christ because they already know
about Him. Yet, that is still our Easter proclamation
today! To the faithful and to the world, we begin by
saying, “you know what has happened.”

For those of us who are Christian, we know that
Easter is the day that Jesus rose from the dead. But
do we really believe in the resurrection? Do we understand how
basic this belief and proclamation is to us? Every year brings
new attacks against our faith in the resurrection as people try to
discount its veracity, try to prove some kind of vast conspiracy
theory of the Christian faith, or try to diminish its meaning with
beliefs in the power of human thought and consciousness.
Scientology, the “Secret” and all manner of centering
techniques are feeble attempts to remove the influence of God
from modern society. Yet, we know what has happened! God
became human in Jesus Christ and by raising Christ from the
dead, we share in the gift of eternal life. We can call the grace
of God by many other names, (luck, karma, secret, positive
thinking, yoga, etc.) but no matter what name we use, it is still
God’s grace alive in us and in our world through Jesus Christ.

For those who keep faith at arms’ length (agnostics) or for
those who are not Christian, you, too, know what has happened.
The world is significantly different because of Jesus Christ. If
only | could write that over the centuries or even today, the
lives of all Christians have given witness to the power of Christ.
But that is just not true. Surely the scandals within the many
Christian Churches, and the scandalous behavior of many who
claim to be Christian is grist for the mill of those who would
love to see Christianity crushed. But they know better. Anyone
who has a rational mind knows that the wisdom of Jesus Christ
is counter-intuitive to human nature, but His teachings to love
God and love neighbor have produced a more stable, more
scientifically advanced, more caring, and more prosperous
society than has ever been produced by any other political,
moral or religious thought.

Most importantly, each one of us knows what has happened
in our own lives because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. We
are more alive than ever before! Christ brings us hope and joy.
Christ gives purpose to our daily lives and meaning
to life itself. This day transforms the world and me.
The tomb was empty, but my heart is full.
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Creciendo y Compartiendo en Cristo Jesis
“Usted Sabe Que Ha Pasado”

Con las palabras de arriba, Pedro proclama a la
multitud la resurreccion de Cristo JesUs.
Proclamando algo nuevo y milagroso como si todos
ya lo supieran parece extrafio. Extrafio sin embargo,
Pedro realmente invita a la gente a creer en Cristo
Jesls porque ya lo conocen. Aun, ésta es todavia
nuestra proclamacion de Resurreccién hoy dia! Para
los fieles y para el mundo empezamos diciendo
“ Usted sabe que ha pasado.”

Quienes somos Cristianos, sabemos que el
Domingo de Pascua es el dia que Jesus resucitd de
entre los muertos. Pero en verdad creemos en la resurreccion?
Sabemos lo que es para nosotros esta creencia y proclamacion?
Cada afio viene gente con nuevos ataques en contra nuestra fe
en la Resurreccion, tratando de descartar la veracidad, tratando
de probar una vasta teoria conspiradora de la fe cristiana o
tratando de degenerar el significado con creencias en el poder y
conocimientos humanos. Scienteologia, El “Secreto” y toda
forma de técnicas centradas son vanos intentos por remover la
influencia de Dios de la sociedad moderna. Aun asi, sabemos lo
gue ha pasado! Dios se hizo humano en Cristo Jesus y al
resucitar de entre los muertos, compartimos el don de la vida
eterna. Podemos llamar la gracia de Dios con muchos nombres
(suerte, karma, secreto, mente positiva, yoga, etc.) pero no
importa que nombre usemos, aun es la gracia de Dios viva en
nosotros y en nuestro mundo a través de Cristo Jesus.

Para quienes se les hace dificil creer (agnosticos) o para
quienes no son cristianos, también saben lo que ha pasado. El
mundo es muy diferente a causa de Cristo Jesus. Si yo solo
pudiera escribir que por los siglos 0 aun hoy dia la vida de todo
cristiano ha dado testimonio del poder de Cristo. Pero esto no es
toda la verdad
Seguramente los escandalos entre muchas Iglesias Cristianas, y
el comportamiento escandaloso de muchos que dicen ser
Cristianos es pan para el hambre de quienes quisieran demoler
el Cristianismo. Pero ellos saben. Quien tenga uso de razén
sabe que la sabiduria de Cristo JesUs es contra-intuitivo a la
naturaleza humana, pero ensefiando a amar a Dios y al préjimo
a producido una sociedad mas cientificamente avanzada, mas
estable, mas carifiosa y mas prospera que la producida por
cualquier credo politico o religioso.

Lo méas importante, cada uno de nosotros sabemos lo que ha
pasado en nuestras propias vidas por la resurreccion de Cristo
Jesls. Tenemos més vida que antes! Cristo nos da
esperanza y gozo. Cristo llena el proposito de nuestra
4 vida diaria y da significado a la vida misma. Este dia
trasforma al mundo y a mi. La tumba estaba vacia,
pero mi corazon esté lleno.
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