Growing and Sharing in Jesus Christ
“Everyone is Looking for You™

Being a Christian today often means that you are
seemingly on the fringe of society. Even though the
vast majority of Americans profess to believe in
God and most Americans are affiliated with some
Christian Church (20% of this country claims to be
Catholic), it seems to be a social taboo to take your
Christian faith too seriously.

On the other hand, |1 am often bemused by the number of
people who are enchanted by the latest spiritual exercise,
motivational technique or *eastern” spirituality. Most often,
these techniques are poor imitations of spiritual exercises
already found in our Catholic tradition, but because they are
supposedly “new,” people latch onto them with great fervor. All
of these fads are short-lived, depending upon the fame of a
celebrity or until their weaknesses are uncovered.

The numerous attempts to find spiritual enlightenment or
inner peace also prove the truth of today’s Gospel. In a phrase
that is easily overlooked, Simon Peter says to Jesus, “Everyone
is looking for you.” The truth is, everyone is looking for Jesus,
but most people just don’t seem to understand who Jesus is. We
are looking for healing. We are looking for hope. We are
looking for Good News. But where do we find all this? The fact
that Christians and even Catholics will seek out these new
forms of spirituality shows a lack of understanding of the
Gospel. Somehow, we have not communicated well the
apostolic message of the glory and Kingship of Jesus Christ.
Maybe this is the American prejudice that says new is better or
that the old ways can no longer speak to us. Or maybe we just
do not want to believe that the message of Christ can address
the complicated world we live in. Perhaps it is simply that the
Gospel’s richness is hidden inside a simple story and we are no
longer adept at uncovering meaning which lies beneath the
surface.

Today’s Gospel passage seems to be pretty straightforward.
Jesus goes to Simon’s house and cures his sick mother-in-law.
That evening, all those who are sick are brought to Jesus where
he cures them and expels the demons. Jesus rises early the next
morning to pray and the disciples seek him out. He then invites
them to go with him to the other towns to proclaim the Gospel.

Beneath this simplicity, we find hints of the power of Jesus.
Simon’s mother-in-law is cured and begins to wait on them.
This is not just a woman doing her “proper role”; it is an act of
thankfulness and praise. They brought Jesus the sick, but then
Mark says “the whole town was gathered at the door.” The
whole town was sick! Everyone needs something from Jesus.
The disciples tell Jesus, “Everyone is looking for you.” Instead
of going back to those who know His power, Jesus invites the
disciples to reach out to others who do not know him. We are
called to bring our faith into the world, not to keep our faith to
ourselves. Faith is not a personal journey to discover inner
peace; faith is a gift to be shared with others.
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Creciendo y Compartiendo en Cristo Jesds

“Todos te Andan buscando”

Ser Cristiano a veces parece como estar al margen de la

/ sociedad. Aunque la gran mayoria de Americanos profesa creer

en Dios y la mayoria de Americanos estan afiliados con alguna
Iglesia Cristiana (20% en este pais dice ser Catolico), Parece ser
un tabd social el tomar en serio la fe cristiana.

Por otra parte, a menudo me confunde el numero de gente
encantada por los Ultimos ejercicios espirituales, técnicas
motivacionales o espiritualidad “oriental”. Muchas veces, estas
técnicas son pobres imitaciones de ejercicios espirituales
encontrados ya en la tradicion Catolica, pero porque
supuestamente son “nuevos”, la gente se ciega por ellos.
Todas estas novedades son de corta vida, dependiendo de la
fama del celebre o del descubrimiento de su debilidad.

Los muchos intentos en buscar conocimientos espirituales o
paz interior también prueba la verdad del evangelio de hoy. En
una frase que facil se pasa por alto, Simon Pedro dice a Jesus,
“Todos te andan buscando” La verdad es, todos buscan a Jesus,
pero mucha gente no conocen quién es JesUs. Buscamos
sanacion. Buscamos esperanza. Buscamos buenas noticias.
Pero, ¢dénde encontramos todo esto? El hecho de Cristianos
aun Catolicos buscando nuevas formas de espiritualidad
muestra la carencia de entendimiento en el Evangelio. De algln
modo, no hemos comunicado bien el mensaje apostdlico de la
gloria y el reinado de Cristo Jesis. Quizas sea un prejuicio
Americano diciendo que lo nuevo es mejor o que formas viejas
ya no dicen nada. O talvez ya no queremos creer que el
mensaje de Cristo nos puede hablar del mundo complicado en
que vivimos. Talvez sea simplemente que la riqueza del
mensaje del Evangelio esté oculta dentro de una simple historia
y ya no tenemos la capacidad para descubrir el significado que
yace bajo la superficie.

El pasaje del Evangelio de hoy parece ser muy directo. Jesus
va a la casa de Simon y cura a la suegra enferma. Esa tarde, le
traen a JesUs todos los enfermos para que los cure y les saque
demonios. La mafiana siguiente Jesls se levanta temprano a
orar y los discipulos lo buscan. Entonces los invita a venir con
El al otro pueblo a proclamar el Evangelio.

Bajo esta simplicidad, encontramos indicaciones del poder de
JesGs. La suegra de Simon fue curada y empezd a servirles.
Esta no es solo una mujer haciendo “su propio trabajo”; es un
acto de agradecimiento y alabanza. A Jesls le trajeron los
enfermos, pero entonces dice Marcos “todo el pueblo se apifio a
la puerta” Todo el pueblo estaba enfermo! Cada uno necesita
algo de Jesis. Los discipulos le dicen “Todos te andan
buscando” En ver de regresar a quienes saben de Su poder.
Jesus los invita ir a otros quienes no conocen Su poder. Somos
Ilamados a llevar fe al mundo, no mantener la fe para nosotros
mismos. La fe no es un viaje personal para descubrir paz
interior; la fe es un regalo para compartir con los demas.
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